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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 



1 . S This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 07 August 2000 . 

2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4.6-27.29-50 and 52-69 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 10 March 2000 are acceptable. 

4. O Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

1. □ received. 

2. □ received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number). . 

3. □ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 1 19(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office Action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why 
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7. □ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 
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(b) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(c) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the examiner. 

(d) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment. 



Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the 
drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 



8. □ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on 07 August 2000 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of U.S. Patent No. 6,081,786 
has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-27, 29-50 and 52-69 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per independent claim 1, the closest prior art of record (U.S. Patent No. 5,517,405 to 
McAndrew; "Application of an Expert System in the Management of HIV-infected Patients" by Pazzani et 
al, or "A Computer-Assisted Management Program for Antibiotics and Other Antiinfective Agents" by 
Evans et al) taken either individually or in combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or 
suggest a method for guiding the selection of a therapeutic treatment regimen for a patient with a known 
disease or medical condition, the method comprising providing patient information to a computing device 
specifically comprising the three distinct knowledge bases as recited and generating in a computing 
device a listing of available therapeutic treatment regimens based on the patient information and the first 
knowledge base; and generating advisory information for one or more therapeutic treatment regimens in 
the listing based on the patient information and expert rules. The specific allowable features not 
disclosed in the prior art are the use of the three distinct knowledge bases recited in this claim in 
combination with the listing of available treatment regimens and advisory information. Claims 2-4 and 6- 
23 are dependent upon claim 1 and thus have all the limitations of claim 1 and are allowable for that 
reason. 

As per independent claim 24, the closest prior art of record (U.S. Patent No. 5,517,405 to 
McAndrew; "Application of an Expert System in the Management of HIV-infected Patients" by Pazzani et 
al, or "A Computer-Assisted Management Program for Antibiotics and Other Antiinfective Agents" by 
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Evans et al) taken either individually or in combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or 
suggest a system for guiding the selection of a therapeutic treatment regimen for a patient with a known 
disease or medical condition, the system comprising providing patient information to a computing device 
specifically comprising the three distinct knowledge bases as recited and generating in a computing 
device a listing of available therapeutic treatment regimens based on the patient information and the first 
knowledge base; and generating advisory information for one or more therapeutic treatment regimens in 
the listing based on the patient information and expert rules. The specific allowable features not 
disclosed in the prior art are the use of the three distinct knowledge bases recited in this claim in 
combination with the listing of available treatment regimens and advisory information. Claims 25-27 and 
29-46 are dependent upon claim 24 and thus have all the limitations of claim 24 and are allowable for that 
reason. 

As per independent claim 47, the closest prior art of record (U.S. Patent No. 5,517,405 to 
McAndrew; "Application of an Expert System in the Management of HIV-infected Patients" by Pazzani et 
al, or U A Computer-Assisted Management Program for Antibiotics and Other Antiinfective Agents" by 
Evans et al) taken either individually or in combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or 
suggest a computer program product for guiding the selection of a therapeutic treatment regimen for a 
patient with a known disease or medical condition, the computer program product comprising a computer 
usable storage medium having computer readable program code means embodied in the medium for 
providing patient information and for generating the three distinct knowledge bases as recited and 
generating a listing of available therapeutic treatment regimens based on the patient information and the 
first knowledge base; and generating advisory information for one or more therapeutic treatment 
regimens in the listing based on the patient information and expert rules. The specific allowable features 
not disclosed in the prior art are the use of the three distinct knowledge bases recited in this claim in 
combination with the listing of available treatment regimens and advisory information. Claims 48-50 and 
52-69 are dependent upon claim 47 and thus have all the limitations of claim 47 and are allowable for that 
reason. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
• Herren et al disclose an integrated disease management system and computer assisted methodology 
for supporting the development of new medical interventions for diseases, however, fails to specifically 
disclose the unique knowledge bases of the present invention as disclosed in the independent claims. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to John Hayes whose telephone number is (703)306-5447. The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday through Friday from 5:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Todd 
Voeltz, can be reached on (703) 305-9714. 

The Fax phone number for the UNOFFICIAL FAX for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-0040 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

The Fax phone number for the OFFICIAL FAX for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-9051 or 9052 (for formal communications intended for entry). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

jwh 

31 August 2000 



